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lo IFs IN DUE COURSE, WE INSTRUCTED: INFORM GSDR OF Us«UK PLANS

FOR ESTABLISHMENT COMMUNICATIONS. AND SUPPORT FACILITIES ON DIEGO~
GARCIA WE ANTICIPATE STRONGLY NEGATIVE: REACTION WHICH WILL' INCLUDE
PUBLIC CONDEMNATION PROJECT AS COLONIALISTI IMPERIALIST VENTURE: DE-
SIGNED INTER ALIA TO SUBVERT FREEDOM INDEPENDENT AFRICAN STATES.
GIVEN FOREIGN SECRETARY OMAR ARTEH®S STRONG FEELINGS ON AFRICAN
DEPENDENCE AND ON "IMPERIALIST" INTERFERENCE' AFRICAN AFFAIRS, AS
EVIDENCED MOST RECENTLY IN SOMALI REACTION TO ATTACK ON GUINEA»
IT LIKELY GSDR WOULD SUPPORT, PERHAPS EVEN SEEK TO INITIATE, RE~
SOLUTIONS CONDEMNING PROJECT IN OAU AND UNo MOREOVER THERE IS FUR=
THER DANGER: THAT THIS JOINT US=UK PROJECT WILL' BE LINKED BY SOMALIS
TO UK "DECISION" TO SELL ARMS TO SQUTH AFRICAo SOMAL IS AND OTHER
AFRICANS MAY WELL CONSIDER SUCH JOINT VENTURE EVIBENCE OF US SUP-
PORT FOR BRITISH IN THIS INITIATIVE.
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2« IN VIEW DETAILED NEWSPAPER STORIES CONCERNINF RROJECT WHICH
HAVE RECENTLY APPEARED IN US, UK, KENYAN AND ETHIOPIAN PRESS IT
LIKELY THAT SPECULATION ON SUBJECT WILL BEGIN SOON IN SOMALI OF -
CFICIAL: MEDIAs AS DISTORTIONS AND' MISCONCEPTIONS CERTAIN TO GROW
OUT OF SUCH SPECULATION AND BECOME ACCEPTED AS GOSPEL IN PURLIC
MINDs AND IN VIEW SUSPICION OF US MOTIVES WHICH: ALREADY EXISTS
WITHIN GSDR FACTUAL BRIEFING ON PROJECT MAY BE' LESSER EVILSs WHILE
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TIMELY BRIEFING WILL NOT PREVENT NEGATIVE REACTION IT LIKELY» AT
LEAST, HELP AUTHORITIES PRIVATELY TO VIEW SUBJECT IN BETTER
PERSPECTIVE -

3s IN GENERALs WE ANTICIPATE THAT ANNOUNCEMENT DIEGO-GARCIA PRO-
JECT WILL» FOR A TIME AT LEAST» FURTHER DEEPEN SOMALI 'SUSPICIONS
OF US MOTIVES AND WILL BE: SET BACK TO GRADUALLY IMPROVING 'US-
SOMALI RELATIONS
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